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Operation Aware Named 
Exemplary National Program 
Curriculum Effectiveness Leads to Honor 

InStyle -  
What Drugs are 
teens using? 
 

A 
re you watching your child for 
signs of pot use and missing 
the signals that they are doing 
Xanax instead?  

 

Today's teen's drug of choice is not the 
same as even 5 years ago. Do you know 
what to warn your kids about?  
 

At Operation Aware, we do. As part of 
our staff's regular professional develop-
ment, they learn about the latest trends 
and issues so they can be current in the 
classroom. And, we are not afraid to ask. 
 

A recent query to some classes revealed 
that students see other students taking 
prescription drugs more than any other 
activity.  
 

According to a Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA) report in 2007, “10.6 percent 

of adolescents aged 12 to 17 drank 

alcohol for the first time in the past year, 

and 5.8 percent used an illicit drug  for 

the first time.” Additionally, “on an aver-

age day during the past year, adolescents 

aged 12 to 17 used the following sub-

stances for the first time:  3,577 used 

marijuana for the first time;  2,517 used 

pain relievers nonmedically for the first 

time;  1,603 used inhalants for the first 

time;  1,281 used hallucinogens for the 

first time;  909 used cocaine for the first 

time;  860 used stimulants nonmedically 

for the first time;  236 used metham-

phetamine for the first time; and  86 

used heroin for the first time.” 
 

Knowing what is going on in teens’ lives 
is just one of the reasons the Operation 
Aware curriculum is the go-to prevention 
program for area schools.  
 

A student from St. 

Mary's assist s Mat 

Aston with handling 
the organs during a 

first quarter field trip 
to St. John's emer-

gency room. The trip 

helps give students an 
idea of the medical 

impact of using 
alcohol, tobacco and 

other drugs. The field 

trip is a favorite and 
impactful lesson for 

many students. 

O 
peration Aware (OA) of Oklahoma was 
recognized as an Exemplary Award 
winner for Innovative Substan ce 
Abuse Prevention Programs, Practi ces, 

and Policies by the National Association of State 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD). 
 

Operation Aware was one of six organizations, 
and the only one from Oklahoma, th at r eceived 
the honor this year. The award recognizes 
programs that have proven their su ccess 
through extensive evaluation and scientifi c 
research, meaning th at th e programs have been  
proven to be effective. 
 

"This award repres ents th e next s tep in the 
development of the Op eration Aware program,"  
says Martha Desmond, Executive Director of 
Operation Aware. “The validation of our efforts  
by a well-r espected group like NASADAD will  
open new doors for Operation Aware and allow 
us to further improve our efforts in the class-
room, benefiting studen ts in northeastern 
Oklahoma.” 
 

Representatives of OA attended the NASADAD 
conference in  Indianapolis earl ier this summer 
to receive the award. 
 

“Being among such notable organizations and 
peer groups was an inspiring experience,” says 
Steve Hahn, D irector of Curri culum and Ins truc-
tion for Operation Aware. “We wer e able to 
learn more about efforts across the country and 
how to fine-tune our program to best benefit 
Tulsa.” 
 

Operation Aware equips youth, through preven-
tion education, with the knowledge and ski lls 
to make positive lif e choices. It was founded in 
1979 and has served more than 600,000 stu-
dents in its  almost 30 year existence. Pr even-
tion Educators are in  the classrooms in nine 
counties surrounding and including Tuls a 
County. The program is an eight-week curricu-
lum that involves interactive discussions, small 
group activities, video presen tations, field trips 
and role-playing, all d esigned to give stud ents 
information and tools so they can make edu-
cated d ecisions throughout their lives. 
 

 

 

 

Support Operation Aware  

by making a secure online 
donation today.  

www.operationaware.org 

Prevention in Progress 
A  quarterly  report from Operation Aware        W inter 2008A  quarterly  report from Operation Aware        W inter 2008 --0909   



All Saints 
Andersen (Union)  
Anderson (S.Springs) 
Art Goad 
Barnes Elem 
Beggs MS 
Berryhill MS  
Berryhill Elem 
Bristow Elem 
Bristow HS 
Bristow MS 
Byrd MS  
Carver MS 
Cleveland MS 
Clinton MS  
Edison MS 
Foster MS 
Garfield Elem 
Gilcrease MS 
Hamilton MS 
Holland Hall 
Jenks East Elem 
Jenks SE Elem 
Jenks West Elem 
Jennings 
Keystone 
KIPP 
Lewis & Clark  MS 
Liberty Elem 

Madison MS 
Mayo Demonstration 

Academy 
McClure Elem 
Metro Christian 
Mills Elem 
Moore Elem 
Nimitz MS 
Northeast Elem 
Pawnee 
Project 12 
 
 

Ram Academy 
Roosevelt Elem 
Sperry Intermediate 
St Mary's 
St Pius 
Whitney MS  
Wilson-6th 
 

 
 
 

If your school is not on 
this list, make sure that 
they have signed up to 
receive the program this 
year! Request forms are 
available at 
www.operationaware.org 
or call 918.582.7884. 
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The Operation Aware program is The Operation Aware program is 
made possible by your generous made possible by your generous 
gifts of support. Many thanks to gifts of support. Many thanks to 
these donors.these donors.  
  

2008 Golf 2008 Golf   
Tournament Tournament 
SponsorsSponsors  
  

Course Sponsors Course Sponsors   
Builder’s SteelBuilder’s Steel  
Flintco  Flintco    
ScottScott--Macon EquipmentMacon Equipment  
  

Par Sponsors Par Sponsors   
AEP/PSOAEP/PSO  
Bank of OklahomaBank of Oklahoma  
Benefit Plan StrategiesBenefit Plan Strategies  

Bennett Steel, Inc.Bennett Steel, Inc.  
Breeze Energy LLCBreeze Energy LLC  
Care ATCCare ATC  
CFR, Inc.CFR, Inc.  
Clifford Power SystemsClifford Power Systems  
CMark Resources LLPCMark Resources LLP  
Conner & WintersConner & Winters  

Flint Energy ServicesFlint Energy Services  
Geophysical Research Geophysical Research 
CompanyCompany  

Grant Thornton LLP Grant Thornton LLP 
Mileage MastersMileage Masters  

Moran Family Moran Family 
FoundationFoundation  

  QuikPrintQuikPrint  

Tullius Taylor Sartain & Tullius Taylor Sartain & 
SartainSartain  

Turpen & Associates, Inc.Turpen & Associates, Inc.  
Willis of TexasWillis of Texas  
  

Driving Range Driving Range 

SponsorsSponsors   
Oil Capital ElectricOil Capital Electric  
Cherokee BuildersCherokee Builders  
McIntosh Services, Inc.McIntosh Services, Inc.  
  

Hole Sponsors Hole Sponsors   
American Bank & Trust, American Bank & Trust, 
Co.Co.  

Ark Wrecking Co. of Ark Wrecking Co. of 
OklahomaOklahoma  

Benefit Plan Strategies Benefit Plan Strategies   
Comfort Air, Inc.Comfort Air, Inc.  

Cox BusinessCox Business  
Garrett Construction Co. Garrett Construction Co. 
Green Country Green Country 
Interiors, Inc.Interiors, Inc.  

Marrs ElectricMarrs Electric  

(Continued on page 3) 

Your Donations at Work! 
First and Second Quarter Schools Being Served 

T 
his fall, the Prevention Educators have been busy in the classroom. With a change in poli cy for Tulsa Public Schools, 
every sixth and eighth grade classroom in the d istrict is benefiting from th e Operation Awar e curriculum. Depending 
on funding, we hope to also be in seventh  grade classrooms. In addition to TPS schools, Prevention Educators are 
driving all over the area serving schools in several counties.  

 
As many long-term Operation Aware supporters know, th ere is a gap between the cost of presen ting our curriculum and what 
we charge the s chools. Your gifts to Operation Awar e help us cover this funding gap. Wi thout your support, our students would 
not be getting the b enefi t of Operation Awar e’s effective, s cience-bas ed curriculum. Your gifts  are an investmen t in our children  
today which wil l, hopefully, prevent costs to th e community in the future.  
 
Here is a lis t of the s chools benefiting from Operation Aware during th e first semester.  

 

Get Involved! Get Involved!   
Want to contribute your time and Want to contribute your time and   

talent to Operation Aware? Sign up to be on talent to Operation Aware? Sign up to be on 

one of our committees; Red Ribbon Run, Golf one of our committees; Red Ribbon Run, Golf 

Tournament, Rick Couri Event, Fundraising, Tournament, Rick Couri Event, Fundraising, 

30th Anniversary, Volunteer Coordination, 30th Anniversary, Volunteer Coordination, 

Programs, Board Development, Long Range Programs, Board Development, Long Range 

Planning or Public Relations. Contact the Planning or Public Relations. Contact the 

Operation Aware office if you are interested. Operation Aware office if you are interested.   

Call 918.582.7884 or email Call 918.582.7884 or email 

info@operationaware.org. info@operationaware.org.   
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Reiger Carr & Monroe, Reiger Carr & Monroe, 
LLPLLP  

  

InIn--Kind SponsorsKind Sponsors   
Arby’sArby’s  
Bob Hurley MotorsBob Hurley Motors  
Carson’s CateringCarson’s Catering  

Classic ChevroletClassic Chevrolet  
Golf GalaxyGolf Galaxy  
Great Plains Coca Cola Great Plains Coca Cola 
AnheuserAnheuser--BuschBusch  

Meeks LithoMeeks Litho   
QuikTripQuikTrip  
Smith BarneySmith Barney  

  

  
  
Red Ribbon Red Ribbon 
Run SponsorsRun Sponsors  
  

ChallengerChallenger  
Saint Francis Health Saint Francis Health 
SystemSystem  

  

TriathleteTriathlete   
Benefit Plan StrategiesBenefit Plan Strategies  
  

CompetitorCompetitor  
Brooktowne Dentistry, Brooktowne Dentistry, 
Dr. Kimberly Firey, Dr. Kimberly Firey, 
DDSDDS  

Budget MoversBudget Movers  
Zarrow Family Zarrow Family 
FoundationFoundation  

  

In Kind SponsorsIn Kind Sponsors   
PLH20.comPLH20.com  
Food Pyramid Food Pyramid –– RPCS,  RPCS, 
Inc.Inc.  

  
  

  
Back to Back to 
School School 
CampaignCampaign  
  
Ms. Patricia AndersonMs. Patricia Anderson  
Ms. Tricia ArendMs. Tricia Arend  
Ms. Ellen AtkinsMs. Ellen Atkins  
Mr. Kenneth BaysMr. Kenneth Bays  
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold BrownMr. & Mrs. Arnold Brown  
Ms. Janet BurnsideMs. Janet Burnside  
Mr. & Mrs. Bill CauseyMr. & Mrs. Bill Causey  
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne ConwayMr. & Mrs. Wayne Conway  

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

OA On The Go - We were there, were you? 
Neighbor Fest at Veteran's Park—August 4 - OA was one of the display booths at the 
final Neighbor Fest of the year.   
 

OA Golf Tournament at Cedar Ridge 
Country Club - August 11 - On a nice cool 
August day, 32 teams joined Operation Aware on 
the golf course to celebrate resilient youth and play 
a little golf.  (Top left, members past and present of the OA 
staff prepare for the tournament. Top right, a lucky prize patrol 
winner is congratulated by President-Elect Jeff Kendall and Executive Director Martha 
Desmond. Bottom, Golf Tournament Co-Chair Charlie Strauser, third from left, and his 
team tackle the greens.) 

 
NPN Conference - August 25 - 
27  - Indianapolis, IN - Executive 
Director Martha Desmond and 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Steve Hahn headed to 
Indianapolis to receive OA’s award from NASADAD and 
attended workshops about prevention methods. (Left, 
Representatives from all of this year’s Exemplary Award winning programs 
with their plaques.) 

 

WestFest - September 2 - OA staffers spent the day meeting and greeting residents of 
Tulsa’s west side. 
 

Conference of Southwest Foundations - October 2- 3 - Austin, TX -  
Executive Director Martha Desmond and Director of Curriculum and Instruction Steve Hahn 
presented a program educating foundation representatives about our prevention curriculum.  
 
 
"Bully-Proofing Your Kids" Workshop - 
October 11 - Leading the youth portion of the 
workshop. A partnership with Family & Children’s 
Services.  (Right, two students show off their certificates of 
completion proving they have been “Bully Proofed.” Far Right, 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Steve Hahn talks to workshop 
participants about bullying.) 
 

Red Ribbon Run - 
October 18 - OA staffers and 
board volunteers organized the 7th 
annual Red Ribbon Run against 
drug use. More than 550 Tulsans 
participated in the 1 Mile Fun Run 
and 5K. (Left, Red Ribbon Man le ads the 
Fun Run participants. Below, The Red 
Ribbon Run is a family event. Here a father 
and daughter challenge 
each other to keep up the 
pace.)  

 

Boo Ha Ha Parade - October 25 - Raising awareness about 
Operation Aware and handing out some healthy and educational goodies.  
 

To see where we will be next, check out the calendar on page 4.  
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Save the Date - 2009 Events Calendar 
May 2009 - Rick Couri 
Annual Fundraiser - 
Stay tuned to  find out 
what project Rick will be 
tackling this year to 
benefit Operation Aware.  
 
 

August (Date TBD) - 

Third Annual 

Operation Aware Golf 
Tournament - Help us 

tee off our 30th 
Anniversary celebration 
season on the links.  
 

October 24th - 8th 

Annual Red Ribbon 

Run - Celebrate your 

pledge to be drug free 
with area students by 
participating in the Red 
Ribbon Run.  

Make Your Gift to Prevention Education and 
Operation Aware  

 

I would like to make an investment in prevention education. Enclosed is my 
year-end gift to support the classroom programs of Operation Aware. I know 
my tax-deductible gift will he lp teach children how to set goals and stay on their 
path of life, avoiding alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.  
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________________  

Email ____________________________________________________________________  

Phone ___________________________________________________________________  

Why I give to Operation Aware ___________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  
 

Every gift helps make a difference in the lives of youth in Tu lsa and the 
surrounding counties. Please select a gift level.  
�$25     �$50    �$100    �$250    �$500    �$1,000    �Other $ ________  
 

� Enclosed is my check, made out to Operation Aware.  

� Please charge my gift of $ _________ to VISA/MasterCard (select one) 

      Card Number _________________________________ Exp. Date ___________  

      Security Code ______ Signature: _______________________________________  
 

Please return your donation form to Operation Aware,  
7226 East 41st Street, Tulsa, OK 74145 or fax to 918.582.7886.  

 

Other Important OA Dates 
December 10—Annual Meeting and Officer Elections 

December 20- January 4—OA Office Closed for the Holidays  
January 12—Third Quarter TPS begins 
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Mr. & Mrs.  Joseph CraftMr. & Mrs.  Joseph Craft  
Mr. Joe CreiderMr. Joe Creider  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

CurtinCurtin  
Mr. Joe CreiderMr. Joe Creider  
Ms. F. Kay DavisMs. F. Kay Davis  
Mr. Jim DibbleMr. Jim Dibble  
Mr. Frederic DorwartMr. Frederic Dorwart  
Mr. & Mrs. Kent DunbarMr. & Mrs. Kent Dunbar  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. 

DunbarDunbar  
Ms. Donna DuttonMs. Donna Dutton  
Ms. Susan EubanksMs. Susan Eubanks  
Mr. William FaterMr. William Fater  
Mr. & Mrs. John GraceMr. & Mrs. John Grace  
Mr. & Mrs. William Mr. & Mrs. William 

GrubbGrubb  
Ms. Pamela IacoeMs. Pamela Iacoe  
Ms. Susann KahanMs. Susann Kahan  
Mr. & Mrs. Harold KalichMr. & Mrs. Harold Kalich  
Mr. Jeff KendallMr. Jeff Kendall  
Ms. Bonnie LawrenceMs. Bonnie Lawrence  
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Mr. & Mrs. Roger 

LittlefieldLittlefield  
Mr.& Mrs. Arlen MillikanMr.& Mrs. Arlen Millikan  
Ms. Wendy PivarnikMs. Wendy Pivarnik  
Ms. Toni RahillyMs. Toni Rahilly  
Mr. David RolloMr. David Rollo  
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Mr. & Mrs. Keith 

SchroederSchroeder  
Mr. Kenneth StattonMr. Kenneth Statton  
Ms. Pamela StoulilMs. Pamela Stoulil  
Mrs. Mary SullivanMrs. Mary Sullivan  
Mr. & Mrs. Buckley Mr. & Mrs. Buckley 

WalshWalsh  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank WardMr. & Mrs. Frank Ward  
Mrs. Susie & Mr. Don Mrs. Susie & Mr. Don 

WellendorfWellendorf  
Mr.& Mrs. WhalingMr.& Mrs. Whaling  
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Mr. & Mrs. Howard 

WheelerWheeler  
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Mr. & Mrs. Clyde 

WoottonWootton  

 

IIFF  YOURYOUR  NAMENAME  WASWAS  NOTNOT  LISTEDLISTED  
HEREHERE  ANDAND  YOUYOU  DONATEDDONATED  TOTO  THETHE  
BBACKACK  TOTO S SCHOOLCHOOL  CAMPAIGNCAMPAIGN, , 
PLEASEPLEASE  LETLET  USUS  KNOWKNOW  ATAT  
INFOINFO@@OPERATIONAWAREOPERATIONAWARE..ORGORG  OROR  
918.582.7884 918.582.7884 SOSO  THATTHAT  WEWE  CANCAN  
PROPERLYPROPERLY  CREDITCREDIT  YOURYOUR  GIFTGIFT. .   

(Continued from page 3) 


