
  

Prevention in Progress 

 Prevention Education benefitting our children and our community.

Operation Aware
7226 E 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145

Ph: 918-582-7884
Fax: 918-582-7886
www.operationaware.org
info@operationaware.org

Operation Aware Staff
MARTHA DESMOND
Executive Director

MERCEDES MILLBERRY
Community Relations Director

SUSAN MORALES
Office Manager

WES PEBSWORTH
Manager of Program Operations

Mackenzie Staples
Manager of Curriculum & Instruction

PREVENTION EDUCATORS
Jeni Dolan
Jackie Howard
Pam Lee
Shelly McIntosh
Brenda MacAlmon
Mindy Paschal
Kristin Pebsworth 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Kendall, President
Tyrance Billingsley, Chair Elect 
Susan Walker, Past Chair 
Kim Fairchild, Treasurer
Barb Osteen, Secretary
Kay Kittleman, Assistant Secretary
Carey Baker
Raj Basi
James F. Consedine, II 
Margarita Gaberino
Lamar Guillory
Thomas Graves
Alex Gravely
Frank X. Henke IV
Marcus Huck, TYPros Intern
Dan A. Hughes
John T. McGinnis 
Michael Merten
Dana Kay Nickel
Debbie Reed
Denise Reid, Leadership Tulsa Intern
Charles Strauser 

A quarterly report from Operation Aware.        Summer 2009

Support Operation Aware by making a secure online 
donation today at www.operationaware.org.

KRMG Newstalk Radio’s Rick Couri once 
again pushed himself to the edge to ben-
efit Operation Aware, as friends of Opera-
tion Aware and Rick Couri opened up their 
hearts and wallets in support of his efforts.

Rick spent three days working at River 
Parks, helping cultivate a place for chil-
dren to play safely. He laid more than 
9,000 pounds of sod, aerated ground and 
mulched trees during his adventure.

Rick also joined local families for an 
end of school year party featuring 
face painting by students from Victo-
ry Christian High School, sandwiches 
and cookies from QuikTrip, the Coin 
Truck from MidFirst Bank and a very 

special NASCAR car with a video game in 
the trunk.

Rick Couri has been an advocate and 
fundraiser for OA since 1987. This event 
is possible because of the generous sup-
port of Rick Couri, KRMG, our corporate 
sponsors and hundreds of local residents 
who understand the value of investing in 
prevention education. We appreciate your 
commitment.

Rick Couri & KRMG 
Cultivate Positive Choices
Donors contribute nearly $53,000 for Operation Aware

Rick Couri 
Event Donors
Anonymous
Marquita Akers 
R. Allen Alfrey 
Kenneth & Rebecca Allen 
Stephen Allen 
Patti Alred 
Patricia Anderson 
Karol Andrew, Integrated Physical Therapy 

of Tulsa
John Arend, International Chemical Company
Johnnie & Brenda Austin 
Tim & Ann Bailey 
Deborah L. Baker, Baker Consulting
Cindy Baker 
Patricia Ballard 
Eric Barnes 
Raymond Batchelor, BHC Pipe & Equipment 

Company
Kenneth & Rosalind Bays 
Adelle Beathe 
Gary & Ruth Beatie 
Charles Bennett 
Sue H. Bennett 
Rodney Bettinger 
John & Jane Biehler 
Gerald & Patricia Biggs 
Brenda Binns 
Carol Blackwood 
Richard Boone 
Walter Bowers 
Sheila Bradley 
Judith Breckinridge 
Matthew Bridges 
Larry & Denise Brill 
Charlee Brotherton, Singles Station
Cynthia Brown 
Charles Brown 
Mary Brown 
Arnold & Pat Brown 
Terry & Jackie Bryan 
Robert Bultman 
Don Burdick 
Candance Busby 
Rebecca Bush 
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Diane Byer 
Susan Byrd 
Jerel D. Byrd, TIERONE Solutions, LLC
Orpha & Leslie Callahan 
Charles Campbell, Charles Campbell Insurance 

Company, Inc.
Steve Canary 
David & Juanetta Cannon 
Jim Carroll 
Jack & Jane Carter 
Sara Carter 
John & Jane Cawley 
Barbara Chance 
Marguerite Char 
Clyde & Bonnie Chrisman 
Silvio Cianfrone, NanoPac, Inc.
Roger & Cookie Coffey 
Rick & Mendy Collier 
Mark Blongewicz & Lynn Conard 
Wayne & Janet Conway 
Paul & Tabitha Cornell 
Bob Costello, McLaughlin, Berns, Costello 

Associates, Inc.
Linda Cott 
Ronald & Marilyn Cox 
Brian Creed 
Cheryl Creekmore, Four Star Import 

Automotive
James & Eileta Creekpaum 
Joe Creider 
Douglas Crews 
Michael Cropper 
Michael & Suzanne Curtin 
Chris Davenport, Today Lending
Richard L. & F. Kay Davis 
Darrell Davis 
Cathy A. Day 
Richard & Elaine DeJongh 
Phyllis Dickerson 
Kathie Dickson 
Gentner Drummond, Drummond Law, PLLC
Thomas & Suzie Dunn 
Dick & Zelma Edwards 
Joann Ehler 
Cheryl Emery 
Ron & Joyce Enerson 
James D. Erickson 
Thomas R. & Patricia D. Fawcett 
Harry & Marcia Fender 
Art & Karen Fenrich 
Ann E. Ferguson 
John Filbeck 
Cherry Fisher 
J.D. Fitzgerald 
Burt & Linda Fleeger 
Darryl Fortner, Fortner & Company, Inc.
Jessica Foster 
Becky Fox 
Jim & Nancy Francis 
Jo Lynn Fultz 
Richard Gammenthaler 
Kathryn Gardner, Gardner Construction 

Company

Top Row L to R: Tracie Poe, Drew Anderssen and Rick Couri kick off the event at 41st Plaza; Rick laid more 
than 9,000 pounds of sod; Prevention Educator Miss Brenda and board member John McGiness wait for 
traffic to pick up on site. 

Second Row L to R: Joe Kelley and Rick trade banter early in the morning;  Aerating the ground; Kids at the 
park received free face painting courtesy of Victory Christian students.

Bottom Row L to R:  A young boy watches change fall into the MidFirst Bank Coin truck.

Why I Support Operation Aware 
Rick Couri Donors Share the reasons they give to prevention education

“I believe this effort is vitally necessary for our children’s future and our community. Thanks Rick Couri, KRMG 
and Operation Aware.” – Patricia Anderson, long-time supporter | “This is a great program! Both our kids 
went through this program in Tulsa Public Schools.” – Mr. & Mrs. Joey Austin, parents of OA Alumni | “We got 
our sons back from the dark world of drugs thanks to programs like this.” – John and Ann Turner | “As an 
elementary school teacher, I observed the effective way the OA instructors dealt with the students.” – Margaret 
Jenks Van Horn | “Positive impact on our sons while a student and Rick works his butt off to raise $$.” – 
James and Marja Willis | “As a retired kindergarten teacher and retired elementary principal, from Tulsa 
Public Schools, we both appreciate the value of Operation Aware.” – Eddie and Eileta Creekpaum | “For the 
great work they do with kids and the community” – Joe Creider, former board member | “To keep our schools 
drug free” – Carol Blackwood, OA alumna |  “We’re grateful the program was available for our children (in 
the early 80s). And, we really like Rick!” – Silvio & Margie Cianfrone, parents of OA alumni | “I believe in the 
services provided and we highly respect Rick Couri and his contributions to Tulsa.” – Marilyn and Ron Cox | 
“I think the program is good and helps many children. I also like Rick Couri. ” – Jo Ann McMasters

You can support Operation Aware by 
making a secure online donation at 
www.operationaware.org. Make sure 
to tell us why you support OA.

Couri Donors Continued
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OA Supporters
Thanks to these donors who have contributed to prevention education 
by supporting Operation Aware. Gifts included were received between 
February 20 and June 22, 2009, excluding Rick Couri gifts. 

Tricia  Arend 
Carey Baker 
D. J. Betow 
Michael & Janet Burnside 
Jim Consedine, Benefit Plan Strategies
Wayne & Janet  Conway 
Joseph & Kathy Craft 
John Harper  

Rex  & Donna Hunt, Oil States Barlow Hunt, Inc
Karen Keith 
Tom & Carolea Lottinville
Don & Jo Ann McMasters
Mark & Marilyn O’Brate 
Debbie Reed 
Betty Ruff, Lorene Cooper Hasbrouck Charitable Trust
Kenneth & Georgia Snoke
William & Judy  Vogle
Frank & Elizabeth Ward
Howard & Glenda Wheeler

Please join us on the links as Operation 
Aware “tees off” our 30th anniversary 
year with the third annual Operation 
Aware Golf Tournament on Monday, Au-
gust 3 at Cedar Ridge Country Club. 

This year’s tournament promises to be 
an exciting one and we hope you will 
join us. You can sign up for morning or 
afternoon tee times and several levels of 
sponsorships are available. 

The theme for the tournament “Raising 
Resilient Children,” brings to the fore-

front the importance of the drug and 
violence prevention programs of Opera-
tion Aware.  Now more than ever, it is 
crucial for all of our children to gain 
positive life skills that will help them 
become strong, successful and active 
adult members of our community. By 
investing in prevention today, we benefit 
future generations.

Tournament sponsors will be recognized 
with signage at the event, on the Opera-
tion Aware Web site and in media releas-
es - all of this plus a fun day of golf on 

one of Oklahoma’s most 
impressive courses. Of 
course, the best benefit 
of your sponsorship is in 
knowing that your gift 
will provide valuable 
prevention education 
training to students in 
northeastern Oklahoma. 

The Operation Aware 
golf tournament is a 
great opportunity to en-
tertain clients, reward 

employees or to simply have a day in the 
sun with friends and colleagues.  And 
we have room for individual golfers or 
teams of four as well!

All participants will receive full golf-
ing privileges for the day including 
golf cart, greens fees, favors, lunch and 
much more.

This year we are raffling off opportuni-
ties to win one of four sets of Callaway 
clubs and a golf bag. The first raffle 
drawing was held June 30. If you didn’t 
get your ticket then, we will have one 
set available exclusively for each flight 
at the tournament. Your odds can’t get 
much better than that!

So, gather your foursome and sign up 
for a great day on the links, golfing for 
a good cause.  

You can download a registration form at 
www.operationaware.org, or call (918) 
582.7884 ext. 101 to register. 

Bruce & Kathryn Gardner 
Teresa Garrison 
Thomas Gilbert 
Curtis Gimlin 
Joe & Barbara Glenn, Glenn Engineering & 

Surveying
Charles & Paulette Goble 
Ralph & Mary Kay Goetting 
Ron & Shari Graham
Grand Ballroom Dance Studio 
William & Nancy Grubb 
Betty Gruenberg 
Jennifer Hackett 
Joe & Peggy Hague 
James Halford 
Karen Ham 
Margo Ham 
Tom Hammer 
Thomas Hardgrave, Thomas R. Hardgrave 

Builders and Realtors
Mark & Patricia Harison 
Tim Harper 
Jeanette Harris 
James & Anita Harris 
J. Mark & Jana Hartman 
Barbara Headrick 
Randy & Lisa Heller 
Denny Hendrix 
Eleanor Hendry 
Larry & Joan Henry 
Marianne Herrold 
Bryan Hester, Audio Video Concepts
Tim Hewett, A.B.C. Equipment Rental, Inc.
Jackie Hinckley 
Wes Hines 
Mary Ann Holcomb 
Barry Holcombe, Kencor Inc.
Melanie Holder 
Yvonne Hovell 
Martin G. Howerton 
Christopher Hunter 
Jon Huntington 
Faye Hutcherson 
Pamela Iacoe 
David Ingram, Potbelly’s Pub & Grill
Erica Irvine 
Wm. Elmore & Joyce Isaacs 
Joe & Brandy Jack 
William & Claudia Jackson 
Dala Jarolim 
Ken & Debra Jasper 
Bud & Janet Jessee 
Calvin & Ruth Jetton 
Dave Johnson 
Aaron & Kay Jones
The George Kaiser Family Foundation 
Joseph & Nicole Kelley 
Barbara Kelley 
Jeff Kendall, Arvest Bank Group
Betty Ketchum 
Keith Kettlewood 
Priscilla Kincaid 
Fred & Theresa Klein 

August 3, Cedar Ridge Country Club

Couri Donors Continued

Michael Valbuena of Arvest Bank was the lucky winner of the 
Callaway clubs and golf bag during the Operation Aware Golf 
Tournament Advance Raffle. Front Row L to R: Joseph Cuellar, 
Noah Hoss, Grace Cuellar (OA alums) Back Row L to R: Jim Conse-
dine, Charlie Strauser – OA Tournament Co-Chair, and Alex Gravely. 
Jim and Alex are both on the Golf Tournament Committee and the 
Operation Aware Board of Directors. 



++

Prevention in Progress | Operation Aware | Summer 2009

4

  

Rick Couri Quiz - How much do you know about the Rick Couri annual fund drive? 
Test your knowledge below. (Answers are at the bottom of the quiz)

1) How much money has Rick Couri raised for Operation Aware over the years?
	 a) $50,000	 b) Nearly $1,200,000.00	
	 c) A billion dollars	 d) $600,000

2) How long is the Rick Couri event traditionally? 
	 a) 5 days	 b) 1 day	
	 c) 3 days	 d) 14 hours

3) Which of the following locations has NOT been the site of a Rick Couri event? 
	 a) Driller’s Stadium	 b) Oklahoma Aquarium	
	 c) Fair Meadows	 d) Skelly Stadium

4) How many years has Rick Couri been raising funds for Operation Aware? 
	 a) 20	 b) 30	
	 c) 17	 d) 23

5) Where did Rick spend 36 hours underwater to raise funds for Operation Aware?
	 a) Thornton YMCA	 b) Big Splash
	 c) Arkansas River	 d) Keystone Lake

OA Calendar
August 3
Third Annual OA Golf 
Tournament
Help us tee off our 30th Anniversary 
celebration season on the links. Visit www.
operationaware.org for more info.

August 20
Trivia Night Thursday at 
Joe Momma’s 
Eat pizza, answer trivia and benefit 
Operation Aware at this fun packed 
evening. Trivia from 9 - 10, arrive early to 
eat. 112 S Elgin. A portion of sales will be 
donated to Operation Aware. 

Answer Key: 1) b, 2) c,  3) a, 4) d,  5) a  

Follow us online

Ella Lackey 
Chuck Lamson, Tulsa Driller 

Baseball Club
Richard & Paula Lau 
Burma Lawrence 
Dan & Vickie Lawrie 
Pam Lee 
Pete & Sally Leininger 
Patricia Lenihan 
Terri Lewis 
Richard & Joan Linder 
Roger & Kasey Littlefield 
Mark Long 
Robert Long, Guitar House of Tulsa
Kathy Lucy 
Steven Lusk 
J. David & Tammie Maloney
Eric Mareshie 
Scott Marshall, Preferred Tape, Inc.
Richard & Martha Martin 
Paul & Lanelle Mauldin 
Darrel & Rosalyn May 
Steve & Patricia McCoy 
John McGinnis 
Joseph & Carol McGraw, McGraw 

Realtors
Jim & Ann McKellar, M & M Lumber 

Company
R. K. McKenzie, Hughes-Anderson 

Heat Exchangers, Inc.
Don & Jo Ann McMasters 
Naomi Meeks 
Gregory Meier, Meier Law Firm, LLC
Donald & Janet Mellott 

Matt Meter 
Paul Mauldin & La Nelle Meyer
Meredith Miers, MidFirst Bank
Steve Milam 
Karen Mildren 
Christopher Mirkes 
Bill Mitchell 
Paul & Pauline Moore 
John & Christie Morehead 
Nadine Morrison 
Gary & Gayle Mourton 
Mary Mueller 
Chris & Heather Murphy 
Charles & Cindy Myers 
Roger Myers, Quick Click Imaging
Pat Navel 
Sally Naylor 
John & Sally Neas 
Don & Nancy Nelson 
Robert Newman, Apple Resources
Mary Noble 
Anne Nolan 
David Nonweiler 
Paul & Kathy Nordstrom 
Millett & Heidi O’Connell 
Felix Ontiveros, TRC Disaster 

Solutions
Steve & Diane Ornelas, Ornelas & 

Morris, C.P.A’s
Janet Pagano 
Lloyd Parker 
Richard & Mindy Paschal 
Tom & Deborah Pattillo 
Michael G. Patty 

Sally Perez 
Elaine Phifer 
David & Connie Phillips 
David Poarch 
Francis Potter 
Lee Prall 
Joseph & Darlene Promowicz
Chuck & Kathy Purser 
Marilyn Raines 
Ross Reavis 
Denny & Joanne Redmon 
Debbie Reed 
Randy Reed 
Jim & Jean Reed 
Denise Reid 
Louise Reid 
Allen & Lori Richmond 
Richard & Linda Roberts 
Carol Robinson 
John & Jane Rohweder 
Ronald & Barbara Roller 
Peter Rollins 
David Rollo 
Charles Romans 
Cynthia Rorie 
Bill & Linda Rowland 
Kay Lynn Ruoff 
Tara Ryan 
Don & Debra Sanchez 
Frank Sanders, Overhead Door 

Company of Tulsa, Inc.
Sharilyn Sanders 
Keith & Deborah Schroeder
Martha Sell 

Brandon Shreffler 
Douglas & Carol Shrout 
Rochelle E. Sitrin 
Lila Smith, 
 Smith & Fox Broermann
Karen Smith 
Gary & Jody Smith 
Ricky Snelling & Judy  

Marks-Snelling 
Kenneth & Georgia Snoke 
Carol K. Snyder 
Keith Spiker 
Richard & Alice Stanish 
Walter Strode 
Kris Stump,  

Smith Farm & Garden
Ronald & Julie Sumner 
Robert & Carolyn Taylor 
Martin & Deb Thalken 
Hearthon & Kathleen  

Thompson 
Beverly Thummel 
Mary E. Thurman 
Lela Towell 
John & Ann Turner 
Angela Turner 
Margaret Van Horn 
Marc Vestal 
Douglas Walker 
Charles & Jean Walton 
Paul & Anne Waruszewski 
Waters Charitable Foundation
Gary Welch 
Don & Susie Wellendorf 

Howard & Glenda Wheeler
Bill Wilbanks 
Robert & Jo Carol Williams
Marion Williams 
Cathy Williams 
James & Marja Willis 
William & Carol Willis 
Vera Wilson 
John C. Wilson 
Marialice Worden 
Steve Wright, Yellow Pad Inc.
Dwight Yenzer 
Merideth Yoakum 
Jim & Sheryl Youell 
Richard & Rebecca Young 
Jolene Yowell 
Irene Zaferes 
Joel Zinn 
Pamela J. Zitzman

In-Kind Donors
KRMG 740AM / 102.3 FM
QuikTrip
MidFirst Bank
Bewley Chiropractic
Reflexion
Triad Eye Laser Center
Dean’s RV Superstore
Southwood Landscape 

& Nursery
CiCi’s Pizza

Couri Donors Continued

Or register to receive email updates 
from www.operationaware.org.


